The Valley Leadership Academy
Executive Principal Newsflash
Staying safe, face masks and school places
This week marks the end of our half term at the Academy. Of all the schools I have worked in, I can
genuinely say I have never been prouder of the way that the staff and students have adapted to
what has been huge change. The most obvious change to reflect is the ‘new normal’. Existing in year
group ‘bubbles’ has made school feel very different. We cannot fail to be reminded of the continued
national and local battle we are all facing with coronavirus in every aspect of life. The Hands-FaceSpace is a simple mantra and is one that has encapsulated our
approach in minimising the risk related to the current
situation.
With regards to staying safe please can parents note the
following messages that I have been consistently sharing:
Please ensure that your child has a reusable face covering
wherever possible. Even after an incredible donation from
The ‘Rossendale Sewing Bees’ we are currently handing out a
large number of disposable face masks each day.
A face covering has been an expected part of uniform all term. Please contact us if your child has a
medical reason we have not already been informed of.
Here are some links for you to buy your own face masks if you do not wish to purchase ours, Boots
the chemist, Superdrug and Amazon. If you are more DIY inclined this YouTube link will direct you to
a long list of videos showing how to make your own mask.
This image starts and ends every lesson at the Academy. Please continue to promote this at home.

Pick Up
In addition to staying safe from COVID, please can I express my concerns over the pick up at the end
of school. Quite simply, the amount of cars parked on both sides of the road is dangerous. I would
ask that parents only park on the opposite side of the road or well beyond the schools gates and bus
bay. I would also ask that if picking up students, parents wear face masks and maintain social
distancing where possible. I appreciate this is a tight space but the last thing we all want is a traffic
accident.
Please note that from today, Year 10 and 11 only will be able to access and exit school through the
top gate near the four storey block. They should not use the main gate.

Attendance Matters – Every day counts
As we have continued to note attendance is a key factor in determining academic success. Last week
saw a 3% rise in attendance which is incredible. We know that a stomach bug and cold have been
major factors for some students’ absences. Hopefully the end of this bout of illness will see
continued excellence. This week we are aiming for 94%. Any tutor group over 94% will be entered
into a prize draw this Friday for a special October reward.
You never know the winners may even choose to share some of the winnings at home!!!

Appearance Matters
I have consistently highlighted my expectations on uniform this half-term. I would like to highlight
to parents that these will be enforced stringently after half-term.
•
•
•
•
•

False Eye lashes CANNOT be worn. ALL students must ensure that this has been corrected
for after half-term.
No Make-Up.
ONE pair of plain studs. ALL other and additional piercings must be removed before entry.
NO TRAINERS.
PE kit should only be worn on PE days,

There will be a uniform check on entry to the Academy every day next half-term. Students will be
expected to correct the above immediately. If they do not they will receive learning separate from
all other students until corrected. Many parents are reporting that students have the full uniform
but are choosing not to wear it or are just pushing their luck a little. Please contact us if uniform is an
issue, we will be as understanding as possible. It is impossible for us to validate a student’s claim of
‘my mum is getting them at the weekend’.

Well-Being week
Last week we had a week focussed on well-being in the Academy. It was fantastic to see students
writing positive messages to each other, taking part in yoga, discussing how to stay healthy. One of
the sessions we ran looked at sleep deprivation. This is a major factor in students being successful at
school. Turning up tired significantly limits the ability to concentrate. Next half-term we will be
running sessions for parents on supporting study at home. One of the sessions will specifically be
focussed on creating routines that support positive sleep patterns. The ‘Mindful Monday’ sessions
will be posted on the Academy website and Facebook at the start of next half-term.

The Valley in Bloom
As part of Well-being week, we planted 450 daffodils this week. That is one daffodil for each student.
We hope that in March as we enter Spring, we will see a field of daffodils symbolise a period of hope
and new growth. The daffodil planting is the first of an ambition of mine to really enhance our
school landscaping. I am really hopeful of creating a TVLA in bloom project that spreads throughout
the year. I would ask that any parents or grandparents who may be happy to be involved or support
us in anyway, make contact with us at The Academy. As many keen gardeners will know planning for
next summer starts now.

Year 11
Attendance for Period 6 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday was positive this week. Well
done to all the stduents who turned up. There are only 19 school weeks left, just 115 days in school,
until the first GCSE exam. Where is the time going? To this end I would point out to year 11 parents
the following:
•
•

•
•
•

There will be a series of Half-term sessions (online and in-school) that will be sent to you and
posted on the Website and Facebook by Friday this week.
All year 11 students will automatically be expected to attend period 6 after school next halfterm. We will be putting on transport each day for those students who would normally catch
the bus.
We will be posting a year 11 checklist each week for parents. We hope this provides you
with an easy reference point to ‘what’s on’ and where you can support.
All students have received their new log-on and passwords for TEAMS. This is the place
where students will access work from teachers when away from the Academy.
We have issued students with a laptop for the duration of their studies.

A reminder that Mocks are scheduled to begin on Monday 30th November.

Virtual Open Days
All college open days this year will be delivered virtually. It is important that Year 11 students book
onto these events in order to make an informed choice about their Post 16 options. Each Friday in
assembly we will be running a virtual Q and A with the colleges.

SMUG AWARD WINNERS
This week MUG of sweets S’MUG’ award goes to…
Jack Jones-Hassan

Safeguarding
Two weeks ago we introduced to you the national online safety resource, a kind of one stop shop if
you like for all the information and parent guides you might need for those things that maybe you
feel you should know about, but maybe you’re a little too embarrassed to admit that really you have
no idea of the difference between what a TikTok is or a YouTube.
To go straight to the webpage all you need to do is click on this link
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/ and it will lead you to a world of answers. However, it does come

with a health warning; a lot of what our children are able to access is quite unsavoury. Smart
phones, social media has opened Pandora’s box to all things in the world and every person in the
world who uses the vast array of social media, ‘fun’ apps and online games.
Unfortunately, not everyone who uses the internet or social media is a nice person and lots can be
solely there to exploit children, even your child. Having an awareness and knowledge about what
your child is doing, who they are interacting with is incredibly important. This week we have
included a guide about online grooming.
Remember, you are the parent and you are in charge. Once your child is online, using social media
sites or apps they are open to the entire world.

Important dates
The Academy will close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 23rd October. We re-open again on
Monday 2nd November

Please follow us on social media

@ValleyLAcademy

Acceptable footwear – Girls and boys
Styles highlighted in green are particularly popular

Some examples of footwear the Academy deems at trainers
and therefore not acceptable as school shoes.

At the start of term, I wrote to parents noting that as the Academy seemed to have allowed Black Air
Force One trainers last year, I would be allowing a window through to half-term of these ars acceptable
footwear. As we approach half-term, please contact the Academy if parents are unable to provide
footwear from the top list next half-term.

