
 

 

1 May 2020 

To all parents of Year 11 pupils 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well.  I recognise how a difficult time a time it is for you as a family and 
particularly for all our pupils in Year 11. School ended abruptly and at short notice on Friday 20 March 
coupled with the announcement that the examinations that your child had worked so hard to get ready for 
would not be going ahead. It meant their remaining days in school were not as we would all have hoped. 
 
When school closed on 20 March, one of our first priorities was to provide a work pack that would last a few 
weeks to work through from home. We will be providing a further work pack that will be sent home via 
Parcelforce in the next few days. I recognise that this does not replace lessons in school and it is no 
substitute for the teaching of lessons in school. 
 
Please let us know via the weekly calls from school to your home if any subject specific support is required. 
We will put the relevant teacher in touch with you at home. 
 
We want to keep each pupil engaged in learning between now and Thursday 20 August when they will get 
their results.  We will communicate nearer the time how this will be done, but the Government has confirmed 
that this will be the date when results the will be published to all pupils nationally. 
 
It may seem unusual to provide work when the examinations are not going ahead, but I want each pupil to 
maintain their competitive edge before starting the next stage in their education after the summer. 
 
In addition, I want to ensure that each pupil feels well prepared for the college place they hope to take up 
later in the year. Keeping the mind active and doing relevant work will help to ensure they can make a flying 
start as well as ensure there is not too much learning lost between now and then. 
 
I have asked our careers advisor, Laura Grenaghan, to make personal contact with each Year 11 pupil to 
support them getting ready for this. She already has an idea of what courses your child is interested in taking 
up. She will be in touch with you by Thursday 7th May. 
 
Many colleges are also working to produce learning resources for current Year 11, to help them get a head 
start and prepare for classes starting in September.  Please encourage your child to get in contact with their 
college about this. Where we can signpost these to you we will do so. 
 
If there is any specific further support we can provide please do not hesitate to contact us at school at on the 
school telephone number or the email address info@thevalley.staracademies.org. 
 
I hope you continue to keep safe and well. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Kieran Larkin 

Interim Executive Principal 
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